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1. BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION 

 

South Africa, like any country in the world, has been grappling with the challenges brought 

about by the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic1. In mitigating the outbreak of the pandemic, 

President Cyril Ramaphosa immediately declared a state of national disaster2 and instituted 

a national lockdown with effect from 26 March 2020, which had a huge impact on life, as we 

knew it.  

 

While the main spotlight has been and remains in the health sector, the education sector 

became one of the sectors that were forced to shut down, closing all schools. With the lifting, 

of the lockdown restrictions, a decision was made that all schools need to ensure that the 

necessary health and safety measures were in place for safe re-opening. To this end, the 

Minister of Basic Education issued the directions3 regarding the phased re-opening of schools 

with effect from 1 June 2020 and measures to address, prevent and combat the spread of 

COVID-19. 

 

It is within this context that the Public Service Commission (PSC) decided to conduct 

unannounced inspections at selected schools in the provinces to assess compliance with the 

minimum health, safety and social distancing requirements in mitigation of the COVID-19 

during the reopening for grades 7s and 12s.  

 

The broad aim of the inspections was to assess the quality of services rendered, the state of 

facilities and the conditions at schools to ensure adherence to stipulated regulations and other 

government frameworks4. These inspections were conducted during the first two weeks of 

June 2020.  

 

ANNEXURE A lists the names of the 60 selected schools province inspected in the eight 

provinces. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 An infectious disease caused by a newly discovered strain of coronavirus, a type of virus known to cause respiratory infections in humans. This new strain 

was unknown before 2019, when an outbreak of a pneumonia of unidentified cause emerged in Wuhan, China. 

2 Republic of South Africa. Department of Cooperative Governance. Disaster management Act of 2002. 

3 Department of Basic Education Notice 302 of 2020. 

4 Republic of South Africa. Public Service Commission. Protocol on Announced and Unannounced Inspections, 2007. 
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2. KEY FINDINGS 

 

This section of the report presents an overview of the findings emanating from the inspections 

at the selected schools in line with key thematic areas resulting from the health and safety 

requirements stipulated in the directions issued by the Minister of Basic Education5. These 

findings are a consolidation of provincial inspections reports, which have been submitted to 

the relevant Members of the Executive Council (MECs) for Education.  

 

2.1 ADHERENCE TO BASIC HEALTH AND HYGIENE PROTOCOLS 

 

The schools were required to ensure, amongst others, that all areas of the schools were deep 

cleaned/disinfected before reopening, Personal Protective Equipment (PPEs) were 

sufficiently available for administration staff members, teachers and learners, and the 

necessary social distancing protocols were observed. 

 

 Deep cleaning of the schools 

It was found that the majority (80%) of the inspected schools complied with the requirement 

of deep cleaning/disinfecting of schools by ensuring that all areas of the school premises were 

deep cleaned/disinfected before administration staff members, teachers and learners returned 

to schools. 

 

 Screening of teachers, learners, administration staff and visitors 

The requirement for a single entrance and exit points was to enable school administrators to 

easily control and screen all people entering the school premises for COVID-19 symptoms 

and limit the spread of the virus within the school premises. The inspection found that 88% of 

the schools visited complied with this requirement. There were clearly marked screening areas 

adhering to the social distancing indicators, with spacing of 1 to 2 metres between each 

person at 80% of the schools, which covered the entrances and reception areas. 

 

During the inspections, inconsistencies were observed during screening at one school in 

Mpumalanga as some visitors were allowed to enter the school premises without being 

screened. Noncompliance in this regard is of great concern to the PSC as allowing people to 

enter the school premises without being screened poses a serious risk by those infected with 

COVID-19, potentially spreading the virus amongst learners and staff members.  

                                                           
5 Department of Basic Education Notice 302 of 2020. 
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What is more, the school will also be forced to close for deep cleaning/disinfection at great 

cost and impact negatively on teaching and learning time. The importance of screening to 

curb the spread of COVID-19 amongst learners and teachers could not be over-emphasised, 

in particular, since 38 infection cases6 were reported in just the first week of the schools 

reopening and the risk to teachers and learners with comorbidities. Subsequently, the DBE 

announced that 2 740 teachers and 1 260 learners had been infected with COVID-19, which 

represented 0.01% of the total number of learners and 1% of the teacher population.7 

 

 Supply of thermometers, hand sanitisers, masks etc. 

Not all the inspected schools received requisitioned PPEs, whilst some schools were 

dissatisfied with the quality of PPEs received. Despite the majority (93%) of the schools 

confirming receipt of thermometers, the schools were concerned that some of the equipment 

was faulty. This raises questions about quality assurance of the equipment as faulty readings 

may be misleading and result in people with COVID-19 symptoms being allowed to enter the 

school premises. Although a total of 47 schools (78%) schools indicated that they received 

masks, some of the schools indicated that the masks were too small while others were 

concerned about the poor quality and insufficiency of the equipment. Some of the schools in 

Mpumalanga were not provided with delivery schedules of the PPEs and therefore had no 

idea when equipment will be delivered. 

 

A total of 56 (93%) of the schools received sanitizers. However, only 32 (53%) of the schools 

visited received paper towels or wipes. Furthermore, although all the teachers at the inspected 

schools were provided with face shields to be used in classrooms, the inspection found that 

none of the teachers was using these face shields in the classrooms. In most cases, the 

shields were still in the original packages, which raised questions whether the teachers were 

made aware of the importance of the equipment in preventing the spread of the virus amongst 

themselves and the learners. 

 

 Record keeping and replenishment of PPEs 

Another observation made was concerning the management of the PPEs as some items were 

already depleted at the time of inspection and the school officials seemed unsure of when to 

expect replenishment thereof.  

                                                           
6. 38 Gauteng schools have reported virus cases, says Lesufi, cited in The Citizen, accessed from https://citizen.co.za/news/south-

africa/education/2299129/38-gauteng-schools-have-reported-virus-cases-says-lesufi/, dated 8 June 2020. 

7.Only a small percentage of teachers and pupils have contracted Covid-19-Motshekga, cited in News24, accessed from 

https://news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/only-a-small-percentage-of-teachers-and-pupils-have-contracted-covid-19-motshekga-20200705, dated 5 July 

2020. 

https://citizen.co.za/news/south-africa/education/2299129/38-gauteng-schools-have-reported-virus-cases-says-lesufi/
https://citizen.co.za/news/south-africa/education/2299129/38-gauteng-schools-have-reported-virus-cases-says-lesufi/
https://news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/only-a-small-percentage-of-teachers-and-pupils-have-contracted-covid-19-motshekga-20200705,
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Furthermore, not all the schools had adequate record-keeping for requisitions and delivery 

notes. Given the spotlight on irregularly awarded contracts relating to PPE 8, it would be in the 

school’s best interest to ensure the adequate keeping of records of PPE delivery and 

distribution thereof for auditing purposes. By keeping these records, it enables the schools to 

ensure that the items were allocated appropriately. Furthermore, it discourages theft and 

corruption so that government realises value for money in keeping with the constitutional 

principle of “efficient, economic and effective use of resources”. 

 

The schools are required to have sufficient hand sanitizers and proper handwashing facilities 

with hand soap available. Although all (100%) the inspected schools indicated that they have 

sufficient hand sanitizers and/or handwashing facilities with hand soap in stock. However, 

there were varied views in some schools in terms who hand soaps are intended for. For 

instance, in some schools, the items were placed in the toilets whilst others, it was allocated 

to teachers only. This implies that there is a lack of clarity amongst schools regarding the 

correct interpretation of the direction of dealing with this requirement. 

 

 Availability of isolation rooms 

A total of 49 (81%) of the inspected schools had isolation rooms whilst other schools indicated 

that they have collaborated with local clinics to intervene in situations where learners show 

COVID-19 symptoms. However, the inspection team observed that the isolation rooms for 

some of the schools did not have sufficient beds whilst at other schools, the rooms were also 

used for storing cleaning materials and stationery, and they were not properly cleaned. 

 

 Availability of the cleaning staff 

All the inspected schools indicated that they have on-site cleaning staff members. The staff 

were appointed on either a contract or permanent basis while some were sourced from the 

Extended Public Works Programme (EPWP). All cleaning staff members were provided with 

the necessary PPEs.  

 

While most schools indicated that they received heavy-duty gloves, facemasks, hand 

sanitisers and bin bags, in some schools, it was indicated that aprons, paper towels and wipes 

were not provided.  

 

                                                           
8.Corruption feeding frenzy involving R2.2bn of pandemic relief funds, cited in Medical Brief, accessed from 

https://www.medicalbrief.co.za/archives/corruption-feeding-frenzy-involving-r2-2bn-of-pandemic-relief-funds/, 29 July 2020. 

https://www.medicalbrief.co.za/archives/corruption-feeding-frenzy-involving-r2-2bn-of-pandemic-relief-funds/
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It should, however, be mentioned that the standard operating procedures (SOPs) often call 

for disinfecting of specific areas of the school, like toilets. However, the impact of COVID-19 

requires routine cleaning and disinfecting or sanitizing of all surfaces and objects that are 

touched often, such as desks, doorknobs, computer keyboards, hands-on learning items, 

handles and phones. This means additional work for traditional cleaning staff at schools and 

doing things differently. This suggests that the job descriptions and schedules for traditional 

cleaning staff and their supervisors need to be reviewed aligned to the SOPs for the 

containment/management of COVID-19, whilst some schools may need to employ additional 

cleaners. 

 

 Display of COVID-19 hygiene and health protocols signage 

The schools should find user-friendly strategies to communicate COVID-19 related 

information to the school community in general in mitigation of the spread of the virus on the 

premises. The foregoing is in line with the constitutional principle of transparency and the 

Batho Pele principle on providing accurate information to the citizenry. The inspection found 

that 73% of the inspected schools had displayed some form of signage that provides key 

information relating to the COVID-19 hygiene protocols to encourage compliance. 

 

To institutionalise a culture of compliance with COVID-19 regulations, the schools indicated 

that they conducted an orientation programme for teachers, learners and other staff members 

in line with the Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for the containment/management of 

Covid-19. For example, interviewed officials indicated that they understood the hygiene 

practices required to mitigate the spread of the virus. Furthermore, in instances when a learner 

exhibited COVID-19 symptoms, they would isolate the learner, notify the parent and seek 

assistance from a local clinic, amongst others. 

 

 National School Nutrition Programme and training of food handlers 

Although 91% of the schools participated in the National School Nutrition Programme, not all 

of the schools’ food handlers were trained on COVID-19 health guidelines and provided with 

the necessary PPEs to prevent the transmission of the virus whilst preparing and serving food. 

The schools also indicated that measures were put in place ensure that none of the learners' 

shared utensils, food or drinks, for example, learners were required to eat in classes and 

teachers assigned to monitor compliance. 
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2.2 AVAILABILITY OF INFRASTRUCTURE, FACILITIES AND LOGISTICS 

 

 Adequacy of classrooms and furniture 

Despite 88% of the schools mentioning that the number of classrooms was adequate for 

grades 7 and 12 learners, most were concerned that the available infrastructure may not be 

sufficient when all other grades return to school.  

Other infrastructure challenges were concerning the buildings of some schools in KwaZulu-

Natal and Limpopo being old and dilapidated, damaged roofs and ceilings, while some 

windows were broken.  

 

It should be mentioned that there is a backlog on school infrastructure, including the adequacy 

of classrooms, with those in rural areas being the most affected9. However, these challenges 

were further exacerbated by incidents of vandalism especially considering that at least 1 718 

schools were damaged during the lockdown10. 

 

In observance of social distancing, all the schools ensured that all classes had floor plans for 

every class indicating the location of learner’s desks and a spacing of 1.5 metres. None of the 

learners shared desks. However, some schools were concerned that the arrangement will 

result in more textbooks being required as some learners used to share textbooks before 

COVID-19. Although some schools have resorted to making extra copies to address the 

shortages, which is an adequate alternative for the short term but not sustainable in the long 

term. While the shortage of textbooks has largely been due to poor delivery in schools as 

found in PSC’s inspections11, schools in rural communities grapple with historically deep-

seated infrastructural challenges such as poor roads and a lack of information and 

communication technology (ICT) capability, amongst others. These challenges have a huge 

impact on the service delivery value chain. 

 

 Adequacy of ablution facilities and water supply 

Adequate water supply and humane sanitation are among the basic human rights enshrined 

in our Constitution. A total of 86% of the schools visited had clean ablution facilities.  

 

                                                           
9. The current national school infrastructure backlogs - EE cited in Polticsweb, accessed https://www.politicsweb.co.za/news-and-analysis/the-current-

national-school-infrastructure-backlog, dated 28 November 2019. 

10. 1,718 schools vandalised during lockdown – Motshekga, cited in The Citizen, accessed from https://citizen.co.za/news/south-

africa/education/2314883/1718-schools-vandalised-during-lockdown-motshekga/, dated 5 July 2020. 

11. Public Service Commission: Consolidated Report: Service Delivery Inspections Conducted at Selected Schools on the Availability of Learning and Teaching 

Support Material, dated March 2016.  

https://www.politicsweb.co.za/news-and-analysis/the-current-national-school-infrastructure-backlog
https://www.politicsweb.co.za/news-and-analysis/the-current-national-school-infrastructure-backlog
https://citizen.co.za/news/south-africa/education/2314883/1718-schools-vandalised-during-lockdown-motshekga/
https://citizen.co.za/news/south-africa/education/2314883/1718-schools-vandalised-during-lockdown-motshekga/
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Of concern for the PSC was that some schools in Limpopo, Mpumalanga and North West are 

still using pit toilets. This is of serious concern since these facilities are essentially unhygienic 

and expecting learners, teachers and staff to still use them is a clear infringement of their 

human dignity. Furthermore, these facilities have proven to be unsafe to use particularly for 

young learners as not so long ago two learners in the Eastern Cape and Limpopo lost their 

lives whilst using such facilities12.  

 

The latest school infrastructure report shows that there are still 6 089 pit latrines used in public 

schools13.  

 

The inspected schools in the Northern Cape and Western Cape were grappling with the 

challenge of the pipes of the toilets bursting often. A total of 41 (68%) schools had adequate 

water supply despite this being a basic service needed by all citizens. The schools that 

experience inadequate water supply were mostly in the Free State, Limpopo, Mpumalanga 

and North West provinces.  

 

Water supply is generally a challenge, in particular in the rural communities and informal 

settlements, due to the lack of infrastructure. Given the importance of hygiene practices as 

protection against COVID-19, the DBE and Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) 

identified areas requiring emergency water supplies through tanks and related services. 

However, as found by the Auditor-General (AG) in the First Special Report released on the 

02nd of September 2020, only 69% of the tank installations planned for the first week of May 

2020 in 3 401 informal settlements, were completed by 31 July 2020 due to the DBE not 

transferring the necessary funds to the appointed service provider on time14. 

 

 Fencing around schools 

Children are among the most vulnerable who should be protected and kept safe from harm at 

all times. The majority (88%) of schools had adequate fencing to control the movement in and 

out of the schools (refer to paragraph 2.1 on availability of single entrance and exit point). 

However, schools were not entirely satisfied that fencing alone is an effective mechanism to 

provide comprehensive and adequate safety of the schools' property.  

                                                           
12. Another school child drowns in school pit-latrine, cited in Mail & Guardian, accessed from https://mg.co.za/article/2018-03-15-schoolgirl-drowns-in-pit-

latrine/ dated 15 March 2018. 

13. National Education Infrastructure Management Standard Report August 2019, cited Department of Basic Education website, accessed from 

https://www.education.gov.za/Portals/0/Documents/Reports/NEIMS%20standard%20reports%202019.pdf?ver=2019-09-27-150623-250, dated 30 August 

2019. 

14. Republic of South Africa. Auditor-General. First Special Report on Financial Management of Government’s COVID-19 initiatives, published 2 September 

2020. 

https://mg.co.za/article/2018-03-15-schoolgirl-drowns-in-pit-latrine/
https://mg.co.za/article/2018-03-15-schoolgirl-drowns-in-pit-latrine/
https://www.education.gov.za/Portals/0/Documents/Reports/NEIMS%20standard%20reports%202019.pdf?ver=2019-09-27-150623-250
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For instance, in the North West, the inspection team was informed that several schools 

experienced break-ins during which laptops and tablets used for teaching and learning were 

stolen. Similarly, in Gauteng, there had been a spate of burglaries in several schools during 

the lockdown15. 

 

2.3 INFORMATION MANAGEMENT FOR COVID 19 PURPOSE 

 

 School attendance 

All the inspected schools indicated that they have sufficient teachers for all the Grades 7 and 

12 learners that were spread across several classrooms in observance of social distancing. 

However, the schools were concerned about the possible shortage of teachers when the other 

grades return schools, especially since some of the teachers were unable to return due to 

comorbidities. There seemed to be uncertainty among some schools regarding the process 

on dealing with such teachers, in terms of whether to inform them to return to school, how to 

ensure their gainful employment or replace those who cannot return.  

 

During the briefing of the Education Portfolio Committee, the DBE reported that in total 20 140 

teachers above and below 60 years of age had reported comorbidities16. Subsequently, in a 

parliamentary reply the Minister of Basic Education revealed stated that “as at 23 June, 16 

168 educators had declared comorbidities. The processing of applications is ongoing, and 

therefore the numbers are not final”17. The table below provides a breakdown of teachers with 

comorbidities per province. 

 

Table 1: Breakdown of teachers with comorbidities per province 

Province Number of teachers with comorbidities 

Eastern Cape 3 652 

Gauteng 3 048 

KwaZulu-Natal 4 127 

Limpopo 423 

North West 2 501 

Total 13 751 

Source: Sowetan Live dated 30 June 2020 

 

                                                           
15. Burglaries, vandalism incidents at Gauteng schools rise to 55, cited in the IOL, accessed from https://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/gauteng/burglaries-

vandalism-incidents-at-gauteng-schools-rise-to-55-46617336, accessed on 10 June 2020. 
16. 20,140 educators have reported comorbidities, cited in The Sowetan, accessed from https://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/south-africa/2020-06-30-20140-

20140-educators-have-reported-comorbidities/, dated 30 June 2020. 

17.Covid-19: More than 16, 000 teachers have comorbidities, says Motshekga, cited in News24, accessed from 

https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/covid-19-more-than-16-000-teachers-have-comorbidities-says-motshekga-20200717 
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Based on the table, KwaZulu-Natal reported the highest number of teachers with 

comorbidities whilst Limpopo had the least reported number of teachers with comorbidities. 

According to the latest information provided by the DBE more than 22 500 teachers were 

approved to work from home18.  

 

While most schools visited did not have plans to augment the number of teachers, should the 

classrooms be added or to replace vulnerable teachers, it was encouraging to note that the 

DBE identified more than 10 000 student teachers and graduates to substitute teachers who 

were unable to report for duty during the COVID-19 pandemic due to comorbidities.19 These 

student teachers and graduates received financial assistance through the Funza Lushaka 

Bursary Scheme. Notwithstanding the foregoing, some schools indicated that they had started 

developing plans on home schooling to make provision for with comorbidities. 

 

In line with the foregoing, the PSC conducted a rapid telephonic survey with a random sample 

of universities20 to establish the readiness of student teachers for deployment in schools to 

mitigate the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. These universities were in agreement that 

students undergo experiential training in public schools as part of their studies to determine 

their preparedness to teach in class. However, the institutions have adopted varied formats 

of when the deployment in schools must take place.  

 

At the University of Limpopo (UL) students undergo practical training twice a year, i.e. one in 

each semester, for the duration of their four-year studies towards a Bachelor of Education 

Senior Phase and Further Education and Training (FET) certificate. The responsibility to 

identify schools for practical training resides with the students. The employment in schools 

was dependent on the needs of the schools and the student’s area of specialisation. 

 

In the case of the University of Johannesburg (UJ), students studying towards a similar 

qualification undergo practical training in the fourth year. The students are required to do 

course work as part of their studies, thus the university assists the students in identifying the 

nearest school to do practical work.  

                                                           
18.Department of Basic Education orders teachers working from home to return to school, cited in The IOL, accessed from 

https://www.iol.co.za/news/politics/department-of-basic-education-orders-teachers-working-from-home-to-return-to-school--0678e43a-181b-4195-b081-

5dad76a362d4, dated 19 September 2020. 

19. 10 000 student teachers, graduates to step in for educators affected by Covid-19 – Motshekga, cited in The IOL, accessed from  

https://www.iol.co.za/news/politics/10-000-student-teachers-graduates-to-step-in-for-educators-affected-by-covid-19-motshekga-44b061be-b951-40f1-ac40-

c854cb493b85, dated 4 August 2020. 

20. University of the Free State, University of Johannesburg, University of Limpopo and North West University 
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Similarly, students studying towards a Bachelor of Education at the North West University 

(NWU) are required to do practical sessions in the fourth of their of the academic year.  

 

At the University of the Free State (UFS) third-year students are placed in schools for a month 

during the first and second semester to practice teaching in subjects they specialize in. The 

students further undergo practical teaching for 3 months and an assessment in the final year 

of the four-year qualification. The universities concurred that generally the students are 

sufficiently equipped to handle the classroom environment at this stage. However, it was 

established that the deployment of students in schools has been suspended during the period 

of the lockdown due to safety concerns posed by the COVID19 pandemic. 

 

Subsequently, the PSC engaged the DBE21 to obtain its view on the readiness of final year 

students to be utilised in schools to mitigate teacher shortages amid the pandemic. The DBE 

indicated it has over the year’s utilised student teachers whenever there was a need. At the 

time of finalising this report, the DBE indicated that the issue of shortage of teachers will no 

longer be a problem since all teachers with comorbidities are expected to return to school 

following the President’s decision to move the country to Alert Level 1.22 According to the 

DBE, the concessions granted to teachers with comorbidities as per in the Education Labour 

Relations Council (ELRC) Collective Agreement 1 of 2020 applied only to Alert levels 3 and 

223. It was further indicated that should some of the teachers elect not to return the DBE 

reserved the right to activate the applicable labour relations prescripts dealing with disciplinary 

procedures.  

 

Despite the return to school of all teachers under Alert Level 1, schools are still expected to 

adhere to the social distancing regulations. This will mean more classrooms are needed to 

accommodate all the learners and the need for more teachers. For this reason, the PSC 

supports the use of final year student teachers and graduates as a strategy to mitigate the 

shortage of teachers, including in instances where some of the teachers with comorbidities 

are unable to return to school. 

 

 

 

                                                           
21. Telephone interview with Mr Elija Mhlanga on 18 September 2020. 

22. Department of Basic Education orders teachers working from home to return to school, cited in The IOL, accessed from https://www. 

https://www.iol.co.za/news/politics/department-of-basic-education-orders-teachers-working-from-home-to-return-to-school--0678e43a-181b-4195-b081-

5dad76a362d4, dated 19 September 2020. 

23. Education Labour Relations Council Collective Agreement 1 of 2020, cited on Parliamentary Monitoring Group website, accessed from 

https://static.pmg.org.za/200630Collective_Agreement_1_of_2020.pdf, dated 30 May 2020. 
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With regard to learner attendance, most schools were satisfied with the number of learners 

who returned to school on the day of reopening. The foregoing was also in line with the 

announcement by the Minister of Basic Education during her briefing to the National Council 

of Provinces that learner attendance had stood at 98% after 14 days of the school reopening24. 

 

 Availability of youth brigades 

Only 33% of the schools visited had youth brigades. These were mainly schools in the Free 

State and Gauteng, whilst the schools visited in other provinces did not make use of them. 

EPWP employees assisted one school in KwaZulu-Natal. 

 

2.4 MONITORING COVID 19 HEALTH PROTOCOLS AND COMMUNICATION 

 

 Monitoring of learners 

Not all the schools had developed measures to monitor learners in classes or during breaks. 

By and large, the schools with measures in place indicated that rotational schedules of 

teachers will be used.  

Other measures as observed in some schools in Gauteng included assigning teachers to 

strategic points to monitor the use of bathrooms by learners for the observance of social 

distancing requirements.  

 

In the Western Cape, a decision was taken to close all tuckshops to avoid uncontrolled 

queueing while vendors were prevented from operating on or near the schools’ premises. 

 

 Scholar Transport 

The DBE’s standard operating procedures on public transport services require all operators 

of learner transport vehicles to ensure hygiene practices and encourage social distancing25. 

The inspection found that only 23% of the schools visited use scholar transport. Although the 

learners in the majority of these schools adhered to hygiene and social distancing 

requirements, a few learners were seen not wearing masks and the inspection team advised 

the principals of these schools to intensify awareness about the risk of not adhering to COVID-

19 regulations.  

 

                                                           
24.Motshekga satisfied with reopening of schools, says platooning likely, as more children go back, cited in Timeslive, accessed from 

/https://www.timeslive.co.za/politics/2020-06-25-motshekga-satisfied-with-reopening-of-schools-says-platooning-likely-as-more-children-go-back/ dated 25 

June 2020. 

25. Department of Basic Education. Standard Operating Procedures for teachers, non-teaching staff and learners on the coronavirus (Covid-19-ncov) or covid-

19 outbreak in South Africa, cited on Section27, accessed from http://section27.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/dbe-standard-operating-procedure-for-

covid-19.pdf 
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3 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The recommendations below emanate from the findings of inspections conducted in selected 

schools and are not in order of priority. While the findings cannot be generalised for all 

schools, these recommendations have a strategic value to ensure compliance with health, 

hygienic and safety requirements in all schools. The Department of Basic Education in 

collaboration with the Provincial Departments of Educations should: 

 

i. Explore the procurement of mobile classes, where needed, to accommodate learners 

to adhere to social distancing requirements, in particular in the rural areas.  

 

ii. Consider the deployment of graduate/student teachers, to address the teacher 

shortages or where additional teachers are needed due to the need for more classrooms 

to accommodate learners to adhere to the social distancing requirements.  

 Further to this, the Department should strategize on how to deal with the possible 

requests from teachers with comorbidities, who are of retirement age or close to 

retirement age, to go on retirement or early retirement, as a risk mitigation factor 

and as part of the human resource planning interventions in schools. 

 

iii. Develop an action plan to review and address the infrastructure challenges at schools 

starting with the security measures, water and sanitation facilities dealing with the 

eradication of bucket system and pit latrines, and facilitate the follow-up of the 

procurement, delivery -and installation of water tanks at schools. 

 

iv. Instruct all District Offices to conduct assessments on the availability and quality of 

PPEs and ensure that schools keep adequate records of PPE deliveries and distribution, 

and track or monitor the replenishment schedules. 
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4 CONCLUSION 

 

The findings have revealed that generally, the schools visited to put the necessary minimum 

health, hygienic and safety measures for mitigating the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic as 

they welcomed the return of grades 7 and 12 learners. However, there have been several 

challenges identified such as inconsistencies in the screening of everyone for COVID-19 

symptoms, inappropriate ablution facilities and inadequate water supply as well as 

weaknesses in safety and security measures. Nevertheless, the PSC hopes that the 

recommendations preferred will receive the necessary attention to ensure improvement in the 

compliance with the COVID-19 requirements. 
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ANNEXURE A: LIST OF SCHOOLS INSPECTED DURING THE PHASED REOPENING 

Province Number of schools Name of School Date 

Free State 3 Legogang Secondary School 03.06.2020 

Free State Thembekile Primary School 03.06.2020 

Free State Kagisho Comprehensive Secondary School 05.06.2020 

Gauteng 5 Bula-Dikgoro Primary School 08.06.2020 

Gauteng P.S Fourie Primary School 08.06.2020 

Gauteng Eersterust Secondary School 08.06.2020 

Gauteng Lesego Primary School 08.06.2020 

Gauteng Realogile High School  08.06.2020 

KwaZulu Natal 3 Georgetown High School 10.06.2020 

KwaZulu Natal Sanzwili Primary School 10.06.2020 

KwaZulu Natal Funulwazi Primary School 10.06.2020 

Limpopo 20 Malovhana Secondary School  01.06.2020 

Limpopo Mawela Primary School  01.06.2020 

Limpopo Tuwani Primary School  01.06.2020 

Limpopo Thonzwe J. Primary School  02.06.2020 

Limpopo Mudikhomu Primary School  02.06.2020 

Limpopo Mulima Secondary School  02.06.2020 

Limpopo Vhaluvhu Secondary School  02.06.2020 

Limpopo Manko Primary School  02.06.2020 

Limpopo Murogolo Primary School  03.06.2020 

Limpopo Muila Primary School  03.06.2020 

Limpopo Rasila Secondary School  03.06.2020 

Limpopo David Luvhimba Secondary School  03.06.2020 

Limpopo Moria Primary School  04.06.2020 

Limpopo Hwiti High School  04.06.2020 

Limpopo Mountainview Secondary School  04.06.2020 

Limpopo Frans Mohlala Secondary School  04.06.2020 

Limpopo Sefahone Primay School  05.06.2020 

Limpopo Mamatlepa Kgashane Higher Primary School  05.06.2020 

Limpopo Tshweni Secondary School  05.06.2020 

Limpopo Rathaga Primary School  05.06.2020 

Mpumalanga 10 Sinqobile Primary School 01.06.2020; 

08.06.2020 

Mpumalanga Louieville Combined School 01.06.2020; 

08.06.2020 
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Province Number of schools Name of School Date 

Mpumalanga Kaapmuiden Primary School 09.06.2020 

Mpumalanga Sitfokotile Secondary School 09.06.2020 

Mpumalanga Sibusisiwe Secondary School 10.06.2020 

Mpumalanga Masitakhe Secondary school 10.06.2020 

Mpumalanga Tinkhontele Secondary School 11.06.2020 

Mpumalanga Sehlulile Primary School 11.06.2020 

Mpumalanga Benjamin Primary School 11.06.2020 

Mpumalanga S’bongile Primary School 12.06.2020 

Northern Cape 3 HTT Bidi Memorial Primary School 03.06.2020 

Northern Cape Matopeng Primary School 03.06.2020 

Northern Cape Dikgatlong Secondary School 04.06.2020 

North West 3 Ntshidi Secondary School 08 06 2020 

North West Ramotshere High School 08 06 2020 

North West Letsatsing High School 09 06.2020 

Western Cape 13 Livingston High School 03.06.2020 

Western Cape Siyabulela Primary School 03.06.2020 

Western Cape Hazendal Primary School 02.06.2020 

Western Cape Athlone High School 02.06.2020 

Western Cape Sizimisela Technical High School 02.06.2020 

Western Cape Mountview High School 03.06.2020 

Western Cape Table View High School 04.06.2020 

Western Cape Bloubergrant High School 04.06.2020 

Western Cape Sophumelela High School 03.06.2020 

Western Cape Nal'Uxolo Primary School 03.06.2020 

Western Cape Sinenjongo High School 03.06.2020 

Western Cape Irista Primary School 03.06.2020 

Western Cape Serepta High School 03.06.2020 

Total 60  

 


